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St Mary’s Church of England Primary School Calculation Policy adapted from White Rose Maths, and NCETM professional development 
materials. 
 
This document is broken down into addition and subtraction, and multiplication and division. 
 
At the start of each policy, there is an overview of the different models and images that can support the teaching of different concepts. These 
provide explanations of the benefits of using the models and show the links between different operations. 
 
Each operation is then broken down into skills and each skill has a dedicated page showing the different models and images that could be 
used to effectively teach that concept. 
 
There is an overview of the skills linked to year groups to support consistency throughout school. A glossary of terms is provided at the end 
of the calculation policy to support the understanding of the key language used to teach the four operations. 
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265 269 429 329 

+4 +60 +100 



 

  



 

 



 

 

Column Addition (Place Value Counters) 
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Refer to Year 3 column addition method and apply with 
numbers up to 4 digits. 
Ensure Base 10 is used before moving onto using place 
value counters. 

2,148 2,156 3,526 2,226 

+8 +70 +1300 
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Refer to Year 3 column addition method and 
apply with numbers greater than 4 digits. 

104,328 104,359 166,059 105,059 

+31 +700 +61,000 
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Refer to Year 3 column addition 
method and apply with decimals. 
 
Base 10 to be used before place 
value counters to develop children’s 
understanding of decimals. 

3.65 3.66 6.06 4.06 

+0.01 +0.4 +2 
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273 300 435 400 

+27 +100 +35 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Column Subtraction (Place Value Counters) 
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Refer to Year 3 column 
subtraction method and apply 
with decimals. 
 
Ensure Base 10 is used before 
moving onto using place 
value counters. 

2,735 2,800 4,357 4,000 

+65 +1,200 +357 
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Refer to Year 3 column subtraction method 
and apply with numbers greater than 4 
digits. 

182,501 183,000 294,382 200,000 

+499 +17,000 +94,382 
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Refer to Year 3 column subtraction 
method and apply with decimals. 
 
Base 10 to be used before place value 
counters to develop children’s 
understanding of decimals. 

2.7 3 5.43 5 

+0.3 +2 +0.43 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


